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Abstract

The presence of very high quality and long term Research Infrastruc-
tures is a basic aspect for a Research Area to be attractive at world level,
and has long-term cultural and economic returns. This has been the case
of the Abbey-Libraries in the middle Ages, which have been a critical
part for the European cultural and economic growth. More recently, in-
ternationally attractive Laboratories have helped Europe to keep a world
leadership going from Materials Sciences, to Molecular Biology and
Cultural Heritage, and are also the base for industrial competitivity.
The Academic world has a duty to help Governments in developing
long-term plans and integrate efforts of different countries to keep this
attractive capability and extend it to all regions in Europe.

The paper is a Power point presentation delivered at the Conference.
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