
Bosiljka VUKOVIĆ, 
Acting Head of the Offi  ce for Sustainable Development

“RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES AND ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY” REGIONAL CONFERENCE

Esteemed Minister, President of the Academy, 
Esteemed experts and guests,

It is my pleasure to salute you on behalf of the Offi  ce for Sustainable Develop-
ment, and to thank you for a great turn-out at this conference, dedicated to the key 
issue of sustainable development of Montenegro as well as Central Europe – the is-
sue of energetics and the various ways of implementing renewable energy sources. 

Bearing in mind the importance of energetics for Montenegro’s economy and 
trade balance, as well as the negative eff ects that this industry has had on the envi-
ronment and climate changes up to date, developing the energy sector in accord-
ance with principles of sustainable development in all aspects of society and indus-
try represents a fundamental condition for the overall achievement of standards 
and principles of sustainable development in Montenegro. 

Th is strategic decision is completely in accordance with Montenegro’s twenty-
year-long commitment to develop as an ecological state, and also with political, in-
stitutional and fi nancial eff orts vested into building a sustainable development sys-
tem in Montenegro, beginning with the second World Summit on Sustainable De-
velopment in 2002 and continuing until the present day. 

Montenegro can boast to be the fi rst country in the Western Balkans to found 
a National council for sustainable development which plays an advisory role to the 
Government in the area of sustainable development, and considers long-term na-
tional policies from the aspect of their integrated approach and consideration of 
sustainable development principles. Th e Strategy for developing energetics up to 
2025 and the accompanying Action plan have been under consideration by the 
Council and its focus groups comprising representatives from all social structures, 
before being passed by the Government. Th e Offi  ce for Sustainable Development, 
which I represent today, was founded as a secretariat to the Council, but also a co-
ordinating body within the Government of Montenegro, with the mandate to se-
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cure a holistic approach in the investigation of national development perspectives. 
Th e Offi  ce functions as the second link in the national system of sustainable devel-
opment. 

Th e third element of this system is the National sustainable development strate-
gy of Montenegro, an all-encompassing document for long-term strategic planning 
and development in Montenegro, and the foundation of all other sector policies. 
In the fi eld of energetics, the priority tasks identifi ed by the National strategy are: 

1. Th e rational use of electricity with a minimal 10% increase in energy effi  cien-
cy in 2015 as compared to 2005

2. Reducing energy import dependence through the optimal use of available 
national resources and by placing priority on utilizing renewable energy sources

As you have already heard, Montenegro has taken signifi cant steps in imple-
menting diff erent programs and activities in the fi eld of energetics, both in the 
domain of energy effi  ciency as well as in promoting renewable energy sources. 
Achieving sustainable development in practice rests on fi nding a balance: fulfi lling 
the economic and social capacities of a society, while completely respecting and in-
tegrating principles of environmental protection into all development policies and 
activities. Only when the requirements of all these three constituent parts have 
been met can each individual society count on a continued growth and long-term 
development. Th erefore, the question of the development and future of the energy 
sector has to be pondered holistically, keeping in mind the economic, environmen-
tal and social contexts. 

From the aspect of sustainable development, the main challenges facing Monte-
negro in the fi eld of energetics are: 

– A negative trade balance,
– One of the highest rates of energy consumption in Europe and 
– Outdated technologies in industrial and energy production facilities, a cause 

of great environmental strains which turns the energy sector into the main source 
of anthropogenic emission of greenhouse gasses.

Th is state of aff airs points out the signifi cant space for implementing measures 
of energy effi  ciency so as to decrease or maximize energy consumption on a nation-
al level. Furthermore, bearing in mind the existing national geoclimatic character-
istics, stimulating the use of renewable energy sources at the level of small and me-
dium-sized enterprises and households represents a chance for development, both 
with regards to solving the problem of foreign energy dependency, as well as the de-
crease of internal regional diff erences, which has been confi rmed by strategic en-
tries in the Regional development strategy of Montenegro adopted in July of this 
year. I would like to place a particular emphasis on the signifi cance of implement-
ing a standard for energy effi  cient building as one of the most eff ective means of in-
troducing the idea of sustainable energy production and consumption to every in-
dividual, thereby contributing to a complete eradication of unsustainable consump-
tion trends.

Certainly, the key for fi nding a balance between the three areas of sustainable 
development in the fi eld of energetics lies in the diversifi cation of the national en-
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ergy portfolio, specifi cally, a successful blending of more intensive means of ener-
gy effi  ciency with an increased utilization of diff erent sources of renewable energy: 
solar, wind, hydro-power energy and biomass, the last of which meets very favora-
ble conditions in Montenegro. 

I am also certain that the practical knowledge needed for achieving this deli-
cate balance lies within a regional cooperation – it can be found through the ex-
change of experiences and practices regarding the best and most applicable new, 
clean and energy effi  cient technologies, as well as by jointly undertaking specifi c 
projects. For precisely these reasons, it was my great honor to speak before you to-
day, on behalf of the Offi  ce, the Ministry of economy and our host – the Montene-
grin Academy of Sciences and Arts, and in light of our country’s chairing role in 
the CEI initiative. 

I wish you a successful working day and plenty of ideas for joint regional pro-
jects that we could implement in the future. 
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