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EU Regional Policy: supporting smart growth 
and sustainable and inclusive innovation

Abstract: Under the European Unions regional fund, €86 billion – a quarter of the total 
– is targeted at research and innovation between 2007 and 2013. However, innovation per-
formance and take-up of funds varies considerably across the EU-27 member countries. The 
European Commission is now proposing a number of policy recommendations to tackle re-
gional disparities and encourage higher levels of investment in innovation in the regions. 

National and regional authorities are being asked to design ‘smart specialisation strate-
gies’ in cooperation with business, universities and research centres. These will help regions 
identify their best assets, focus on key priorities, increase cooperation with other regions, 
and identify bottlenecks to innovation. Concentrating resources on a limited number of pri-
orities should also help to leverage higher levels of private investment. 

The fields where quicker progress can most likely be achieved would seem to be: 
– Clusters for regional growth
– Innovation-friendly business environments for small and medium-sized enterprises
– Increased focus on loans and equity finance 
– Regional research infrastructure and centres of competence
– Creativity and cultural industries
– Digital agenda. 
The Commission will also be looking to: 
Reinforce regional funding support for education, research and innovation with com-

plementary EU funding programmes (e. g. 7th Research Framework Programme – FP 7 – 
and the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme – CIP); 

Increase the use of smart financing such as soft loans, guarantees and venture capital 
through existing instruments including the European Investment Bank group (EIB); 

Stimulate the a public procurement market of innovative products, processes and services; 
Use peer review by independent experts to enhance the effectiveness of research and in-

novation support; 
Make better use of the possibilities for policy learning and exchange offered by plat-

forms and networks funded through regional policy, FP 7 and CIP.

*  Mr. Charles White, Unit for Communication, Information and Relations with Third 
Countries, Directorate-General for Regional Policy, European Commission 

**  The paper is given in terms of PowerPoint presentation.
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Regional Innovation 
Scoreboard - 2009 
See: http://www.proinno-
europe.eu/page/regional-innovation-scoreboard  
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