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Abstract 

ALLEA is the European Federation of National Academies of Sciences 
and Humanities with 53 members – academies from 40 countries. Th e 
ALLEA mission is to unite the voice of academies in service of society 
(advisory role), to facilitate the exchanges of information and experi-
ences between academies, to address ethics, proper conduct and respon-
sibility of science and scientists. Th e main principles are independency, 
institutional membership and multi-science and multi-scholarship.
Th e practical analytical work of ALLEA is carried out by Standing Com-
mittees (Intellectual Property Rights; Science&Ethics) and Working 
Groups while the biannual General Assembly meetings collect all the 
member academies in order to discuss the current problems. An impor-
tant part of ALLEA activities is related to position papers and statements 
concerning European science policy. Th ese statements are based on 
opinions from member academies, collected and fi nalized by the Steer-
ing Committee and Presidency. Two recent documents are: „Challenges 
of the Future: Refl ections of ALLEA on ERA„(2007), and „Refl ections of 
ALLEA on the EC Green Paper 2007” (2008). Th e thematic conferences 
have refl ected the research integrity, research cooperation, etc. and there 
are more to come. ALLEA stresses the importance of working closely 
with the partners: EASAC, ESF, IAP, etc. In very general terms, ALLEA 
works for policy for science, while EASAC concentrates on „science 
to policy”. ALLEA Yearbooks and other numerous publications refl ect 
the fi ndings and results of analyses and represent the academic spirit in 
contemporary world. 

*  Th e paper is printed as submitted.
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Th e role of ALLEA in uniting academies includes also the presentation of gen-
eral ideas to national academic communities. Th is is the main topic described 
below.

Th e European Federation of National Academies of Sciences and Humani-
ties, shortly ALLEA – All European Academies – was launched in 1994 as an 
independent nonprofi t organisation and in 2008 ALLEA has 53 members – 
academies from 40 countries. I always would like to stress that in some sense 
ALLEA represents the „ideal” Europe compared to the EU. From 2006 on, 
ALLEA is legally incorporated under Dutch law, the Offi  ce is hosted and sup-
ported by the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) in 
Amsterdam. Th e structure of the ALLEA is not complicated. Th e highest au-
thority of ALLEA is the biannual General Assembly with representatives of all 
the member academies. Th is year (April 16-19, 2008) the ALLEA GA meeting 
took place in Madrid, hosted by the Institute of Spain, the next GA meeting 
will take place in 2010 in Stockholm. Between the meetings ALLEA is run by 
the elected President and Vice-President, assisted by the Steering Committee 
and Offi  ce. Th e Steering Committee meets at least twice a year and is con-
sulted on all important questions. 

Th e role of academies in contemporary world is multifaceted. Academies are 
the strongholds of knowledge, they represent independence of thought, they 
generate new ideas, they advise society on complicated issues of nature, tech-
nology and societal problems. Some academies are also research-performing 
organisations. Th e ALLEA mission is to facilitate the exchanges of informa-
tion and experience between academies, to unite the voice of national acad-
emies in service of society (advisory role), to address ethics, proper conduct 
and responsibility of science and scientists. Th e main principles are independ-
ency, institutional membership and multi-science and multi-scholarship. Th e 
practical analytical work is carried on by Standing Committees and Working 
Groups. Presently ALLEA has two Standing Committees: Intellectual Proper-
ty Rights and Science&Ethics. Th e Working Groups analyse the special ques-
tions and aft er their work is performed, they present their report to the Steer-
ing Committee or to the GA, and aft er the report is approved, the WGs will be 
dissolved. Th e recent WGs were: Science Cooperation, Science and the Media, 
Privacy in the Information Society. Th e reports are published either in the 
ALLEA Yearbooks or in separate Report Series. Th e Yearbooks cover certainly 
all the events in ALLEA including also the Profi les of Academies.
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ALLEA has organized several conferences on general topics – like „Europe-
an Science and Scientists between Freedom and Responsibility” (1997); „In 
Search of Common Values in the European Research Area” (2005); „Th e Ethi-
cal Commitment of Scientifi c and Scholarly Academies” (2005); etc. A recent 
conference „Emerging Regional Cooperation. Southeast European Academies 
of Science and Humanities in the ERA” (2007) has shared the experience from 
many Academies from the North, West and Central Europe to Academies in 
the Southeast Europe which still face serious economical and structural chal-
lenges to solve. Th e materials of this conference are already published in the 
ALLEA Report Series (2008)

An important part of ALLEA activities is related to position papers and 
statements concerning European science policy. Th ese documents are based 
on opinions from the member academies which are collected and fi nalized 
by the Steering Committee and Presidency. Such position papers include 
refl ections on the Framework Programmes and other EC activities. Two re-
cent documents should be mentioned: „Challenges of the Future: Refl ec-
tions of ALLEA on ERA”, (2007); „Refl ections of ALLEA on the EC Green 
Paper 2007” (2008). Th e fi rst one was issued before the EC has published 
the Green Paper 2007. It has been stressed there that cooperation and com-
plementarity are important issues and there should be a balance between 
exact sciences and technology from one side and humanities and social 
sciences from another side. Th e self-organization of research cooperation 
and clusters are important and regional cooperation should be supported. 
Certainly the barriers which still exist within EU and in the larger scale 
should be removed for free moving of researchers and students. Th e sec-
ond document on the EC Green Paper agreed on the instruments listed and 
explained in the Green Paper, but stressed the basics. Th is is really impor-
tant: the ERA should be based on the understanding that research matters! 
It matters because it is a vital part of the social tapestry of a modern state 
and in this point ALLEA and the League of European Research Universi-
ties (LERU) have similar views. Research not only contributes to innova-
tion and to economic development, it is about man, society and the world, 
about culture and human perception, about inquiry into phenomena; it is 
a response to societal problems, to natural hazards and to climate change, 
a way to improving health and education and so on. And so ALLEA has 
stressed that such a position should be the basic one before the instruments 
are listed. ALLEA stressed also that normatives in research must be avoided 
and that the EC should work as a catalyst. Th ere are certainly many other 
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points (for details see the document) but Academies have also an important 
role in ERA: they are strong advocates for excellence in research, they have 
an advisory role to society and to governments and they foster international 
cooperation. In this process of building up ERA, ALLEA is able to marshal 
the voices of its members and to speak with authority on the behalf of the 
academic community.

ALLEA is not alone in the complicated scenery of European academic insti-
tutions. We stress the importance to work closely with our partners, like the 
European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC), the European Sci-
ence Foundation (ESF), the InterAcademy Panel (IAP) which is a world-wide 
institution, ao.

In very general terms, EASAC works for „science to policy” and ALLEA – 
„policy for science”. In the ESF, however, there are other possibilities for the 
cooperation. Th e ESF is a unique blend of research funding agencies, research 
performing organizations and academies. From 75 members of the ESF, 19 are 
academies, who also are the members of the ALLEA. Recently we organized 
an ESF/ALLEA Workshop „Strengthening the Role of Academies in the ESF” 
(Brussels, March, 2008). Before the Workshop, a questionnaire was sent to 
all ESF member academies and the opinions were collected. Th ere are many 
ideas, how to enhance the role of academies in the ESF and how to use their 
potential. Several joint ESF/ALLEA activities are planned like creation of the 
Research Integrity Network; cooperation in preparation of the European Ref-
erence Index for Humanities; cooperation in peer review/evaluation (ALLEA 
will launch a new Working Group on Evaluation), etc. Th ere is one direct 
question to all academies: the ESF has started to issue the Forward Looks in 
several fi elds of research. Th ese Forward Looks are prepared by teams of top-
scientists in the fi eld. Th e question to academies is – could we give opinion 
to published Forward Looks and could we cooperate directly in preparing 
new ones? Th e Workshop actually gave a strong mandate to ALLEA to rep-
resent academies in the ESF. Th e future cooperation on many problems was 
discussed, like „ERA beyond 2013” or „Young Academies”. Th ese are the chal-
lenges not only within the ESF/ALLEA cooperation but for the large academic 
community.

Th e relations between InterAcademy Panel (IAP) and ALLEA are pro-
gressing. ALLEA was invited to chair of the Programme Committee for 
the meeting of young scientists. Th is meeting actually took place within 
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the World Economic Forum Conference for New champions in Tianjin 
(Sept. 26-28, 2008) where young scientists invited by the recommendation 
of Academies met young businessmen, entrepreneurs and industrialists. 
Th e sessions were devoted to the management of science and to the role of 
frontier science in shaping society. Th is event matched well the ideas about 
„Young Academies” generated by several European academies. ALLEA to-
gether with the ESF will actively develop these ideas onto the European 
scale and invites all interested academies to join fi rst the discussions and 
later on the activities.

Th e Action Plan 2009 for ALLEA is full of events and activities – Research 
Integrity Network, WG for Evaluation, the 2 nd ESF/ALLEA Workshop, WSF 
2009 in Budapest, etc. ALLEA would like to enhance the cooperation with 
many partners and for better coordination we would like to establish an ad 
hoc Advisory Group. All proposals how to improve our activities are welcome 
– ALLEA depends very much on activity of its members. Acting as a forum for 
member academies, ALLEA is certainly going to meet the needs of academies. 
One of the further discussion points for SEE countries, for example, could be: 
how academies with research institutes perform the dual role of being simul-
taneously a learned society of top scientists and a research performing organi-
sation with specialised research institutes. 

Let me fi nish with some general thoughts. As said before, the role of acade-
mies in contemporary world is multifaceted, related to preserving, generating 
and disseminating knowledge. In the contemporary world the advisory role of 
academies is getting more and more important. Th is role of Academies is ac-
tually very old. Even Akademos of Plato more than 2000 years ago has advised 
society and rulers on diff erent issues.

Are we able to use all this richness of knowledge that cannot be measured by 
simple GDP fi gures or by an amount of published papers? Bureaucrats cer-
tainly like it but there is much more behind it. It is not the bulk of the scientifi c 
production but the quality of research and its impact on society is that count 
which must be set into the context of our social and natural environment. 
Th e value of knowledge as a soft  power becomes stronger and stronger in the 
world. Our role in academies, in ALLEA and in all the academic community 
is to foster research, and to disseminate the knowledge. Th e integrative vision 
of academies should reach all the society. Th e big challenge for ALLEA is: 
how to use better the huge potential and integrity of academies for joint goals. 
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And in the larger scale we would like Europe be a society of values supported 
by solid scientifi c information and rational decision making. Let me quote 
George Bernhard Shaw: „Activity is the only road to knowledge”. I think this 
is the way for ALLEA, for academies and for all the academic community. AL-
LEA Strategic Framework 2008-2010 has listed many activities for this road 
(see Yearbook 2007) and the new Action Plan 2009 will set up many defi nite 
tasks in order to unite the voice of academies.
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