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[0 SKADAR LAKE AND [T100 PROTECTION OF ITS
ENVIRONMENT

SYNOPSIS

The problem of preservation of the Skadar Lake authenticity
is best solved in the light of active protection of its environment.
This is based on the fo%lowing principles: 1. The protection of the
environment shouldn’t be limited to the protection of rarities only,
as nature should be protected as a whole; 2. Natural and urban
environment are not isolated, since the environment is unique life
environment; 3. The protection of nature should not be identified
with its conservation, because the protected nature should serve
the vital needs of man; 4. The protection of the environment should
not follow the economical and social development as a conse-
quence, but it has to grow into planning which precedes the de-
velopment.
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Stevan M. STANKOVIC
T'HE SKADAR LAKE AND THE PROTECTION OF ITS ENVIRONMENT
Summary

Montenegro is our smallest republic, but one of our largest lakes is
situated in it — The Skadar Lake. Its surface covers 369,72 during low
water level. It is characterized by a number of ecological features. This
fresh-water, flow-through, shallow, economically not sufficiently evaluated
lake, belonging partly to Yugoslavia and partly to Albania, attracts re-
searcher’s attention.
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The Skadar Lake, as a part of the environment with fast industriali-
zation and urbanization, is not spared from certain harmful consequences
of these processes. The increasing quantity of waste industrial and sewage
waters is the cause of the deterioration of the Skadar Lake water. The
consequences have not yet become evident, but it is quite certain that the
disturbances of the relationship of organic and nonorganic nature will be
chainly manifested throughout all elements of the eco-system.

The problem of preservation of the Skadar Lake authenticity is best
solved in the light otp active protection of its environment. This is based
on the following principles: 1. The protection of the environment shouldn’t
be limited to the protection of some individual natural complexes and
rarities only, as nature should be protected as a whole. 2. Natural and
urban environment are not isolated, since the environment is unique life
environment. 3. The protection of nature should not be identified with its
conservation. 4. The protection of the environment should not follow the
economical and social development as a consequence, but it has to grow
into planning which procedes the development.
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